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SUBJECT:77 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES IN SABAH 
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1. IATF WAS INFORMED AUGUST 31 THAT 77 VIETNAMESE REFUGEES 
WHO HAD ESCAPED FROM VIETNAM IN MID AUGUST HAD LANDED ON 
THE ISLAND OF LABUAN OFF THE COAST OF SABAH. US CITIZEN 
EMPLOYEES OF THE AMERICAN FIRM OF BROWN AND ROOT HAD MADE 
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FORCES IN JAPAN. THE REFUGEES. WHO WERE NOT BEING PERMITTED 
TO REMAIN IN MALAYSIA.HAD TRAVELED ABOARD A VIETNAMESE 
TANKER BARGE WITH NO NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT SAVE A HANO 
COMPASS AND WERE PROPOSING TO TRAVEL SEPTEMBER 5 TO SUBIC 
NAVAL BASE IN THE PHILIPPINES AND REQUESTED REFUGEE STATUS 
AND ESCORT BY US NAVAL CRAFT. 

2. AFTER CONSULTATION, INS/CO DETERMINED THAT EVEN IF THERE 
WERE REFUGEES ABOARD WHO HAD RELATIVES IN THE US AND MET 
OTHER CRITERIA, THEY WERE STILL NOT NOW ELIGIBLE FOR PAROLE 
INTO THE US BECAUSE THEY LEFT VIETNAM AFTER JULY ONE. THE 
ATTORNEY GENERAL HAS PREVIOUSLY INFORMED CONGRESS THAT THIS 
IS THE CUTOFF DATE FOR THE CURRENT GROUP PAROLE PROGRAM. 

3. BROWN AND ROOT ORALLY PASSED THIS INFORMATION TO THE 
REFUGEES ON LABUAN AT THE REQUEST OF THE DEPT. THE DEPT. 

ALSO ASKED THAT THE REFUGEES BE URGED NOT TO DEPART ON A 
HAZARDOUS VOYAGE TO SUBIC UNTIL ALTERNATIVES WERE EXPLORED. 
IATF IN SUBSEQUENT TELEPHONE EXCHANGE WITH EMBASSY KUALA 
LUMPUR REQUESTED THAT LOCAL UNHCR REP BE MADE AWARE OF THE 
SITUATION AND THAT HE TAKE IMMEDIATE ACTION TO EASE THE 
PLIGHT OF THE REFUGEES. 

FOR BANGKOK: SHOULD UN HIGH COMMISSIONER SADRUDDIN AGA 
KHAN OR HIS SPECIAL ASSISTANT MR. RIZVI BE IN BANGKOK 
PLEASE PASS SUBSTANCE OF ABOVE TO THEM. 

FOR GENEVA AND USUN: PLEASE PASS SUBSTANCE OF THE ABOVE TO 
UNHCR OFFICES ASKING THEM TO MONITOR SITUATION CLOSELY. 

FOR CINCPAC: UNDER CIRCUMSTANCES NO NAVAL ASSISTANCE IS 
REQUIRED AT THIS TIME. ROBINSON 
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